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Posted on the Arts Action Fund of Americans for the Arts website on March 3, 2011:

Although Congress quickly avoided a government shutdown this week, arts education funding somehow managed
to get caught up in the two-week continuing resolution Band-Aid that was passed by both the House and Senate
yesterday.
While the Continuing Resolution (CR) keeps the government running for another two weeks, it also makes a $4
billion cut in domestic spending, including a number of federal education programs.
Among the programs designated for cuts is the total elimination of funding for the Department of
Education?s $40 million Arts in Education program. This program funds a large number of arts education
activities across in the country, including the Kennedy Center?s arts education efforts and VSA, the international
organization on arts and disability. It is unclear at the moment of how a short-term CR might impact a program that
currently has over 50 active multi-year grants in place around the country. However, this can be fixed in the

upcoming long-term CR that Congress and the White House are currently negotiating.

It is vitally important that the arts community mobilizes to restore this important Arts in Education
program, as well as restore the cuts previously made in the House to the National Endowment for the Arts, as
the final FY 2011 CR budget is considered in the coming days.

Take action here through the Arts Action Fund e-advocacy center. Urge Congress to Restore NEA Funding
and Reinstate Arts Education.

Be sure to follow artsACTIONfund.org for updates on all federal budget activities as the negotiations continue.
****
Read more about these budget cuts on Richard Kessler's Dewey 21C Blog , including a list of some of the cuts:
Arts in Education--$40 million
National Writing Project--$25.6 million
Teach for America--$18 million
Reading is Fundamental--$24.8 million
National Board for Professional Teaching Standards--$10.7 million
New Leaders for New Schools--$5 million
We the People--$21.6 million
Close Up fellowships--$1.9 million
Exchanges With Historic Whaling and Trading Partners--$8.6 million
Thurgood Marshall Legal Educational Opportunity program--$3 million
B.J. Stupak Olympic Scholarships--nearly $1 million

